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F or years, Michigan’s historic 
preservation projects have 

been touted for their intangible 
benefits, like instilling community 
pride and  a “sense of  place.” An 
economic impact study just released 
by the Michigan Historic Preserva-
tion Network proves that there are 
tangible benefits as well. For exam-
ple, rehabilitation projects in Michi-
gan since 1971 have generated $1.7 $1.7 $1.7 $1.7 
billion billion billion billion in total expenditures! If you 
are interested in obtaining a sum-
mary of the report you can 
download it from www.mhpn.org or 
call the MHPN office at 248-625-
8181.    Look for future editions of 
The Fountain for more on the eco-
nomic benefits of historic preserva-
tion. 
 

W est Vernor Highway Dis-
tricts — West Vernor/

Junction, West Vernor/Springwells, 
and West Vernor/Lawndale —  have 
been approved by  the Historic Des-
ignation Advisory Board as Certi-
fied Local Government representa-
tive, and the State Review Board for 
listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places.  The National Reg-
ister status will now help Southwest 
Housing Corporation finance Lawn-
dale Station, a mixed use 
project, with historic tax 
credits.  Congratulations, 
Southwest Housing! 

           Since the City of Detroit obtained “Certified Local Govern-
ment” (CLG) status two years ago, nonprofit organizations  have 
benefited from Preservation Fund grants. These federal funds are 
received from the National Park Service and are administered by 
the Michigan Historical Center's State Historic Preservation Office.  
The funds are subgranted to the local governmental unit, Detroit’s 
Historic Designation Advisory Board, and passed through to other 
public entities or local nonprofit organizations for projects that 
identify, register, and  protect historic resources.   
           Awards generally range between $5,000 and $30,000 and 
have a 60/40 match requirement. If you would like to learn more 
about Historic Preservation Fund grants, please contact HDAB at 
(313) 224-3487. 
           Detroit’s two recently completed Year 2001/02  grant pro-
jects are featured below. 

University Cultural Center Asso-
ciation hired a preservation con-
sultant to undertake an architec-
tural/historical survey of the area 
south of Martin Luther King 
Boulevard between Woodward 
and the Lodge Service Drive, just 
north of downtown.  In addition to 
a historical overview of the area, a 
building-by-building survey was 
produced.  Each property was 
evaluated according to Register      
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This past summer, Engine House 
#11 was re-roofed, tuck pointed, 

SOUTH CASS  
CORRIDOR SURVEY 

ENGINE HOUSE #11  
RESTORATION 

Continued on Page 2 . . .  



 
Grants, continued from Page 1. 
Engine House #11 
 
and rid of its graffiti with the aid of a Preservation 
Fund grant.  Phoenix of the Detroit Fire Department, 
its owner, is continuing with the restoration of the ex-
terior and the conversion of the interior into its of-
fices and community center.  
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T he proposed Lafayette Park/Mies van der Rohe Historic District is 
significant in the history of modern architecture, community plan-

ning & development, and social history.  Lafayette Park has the distinc-
tion of  being Michigan’s first urban renewal clearance project and one of 
the first in the nation.  Its site plan was developed as a remarkable col-
laborative effort by Herbert Greenwald, the developer from Chicago, 
Mies van der Rohe, the architect in charge of all redevelopment, Ludwig 
Hilberseimer, a city planner, and Albert Caldwell, a landscape architect.  
The involvement of the labor unions and civil rights organizations is also 
part of the Lafayette Park story. 
 
The Mies-Hilberseimer Plan for Lafayette Park (1956) never came to full 
fruition. The Pavilion (1956-58), Lafayette Townhouses (1958-60) and 
Lafayette Towers (1963), all designed by Mies, were joined by the five other residential develop-
ments, a school and a shopping center, all constructed between 1961 and 1967.  Although developed 
piecemeal according to the designs of architects other than Mies, those buildings are true to the Mies-
Hilberseimer preliminary plan in their locations and modernist tendencies and share in the history of 
the entire proposed district.   All of the buildings are still an integral part of the neighborhood today.    

Fred Wheeler, left, 
President of  the Phoe-
nix , and Robb McKay 
and Teresa Goforth of 
the MI  State Historic 
Preservation Office, in 
front of Engine House 
#11 before construc-
tion. 

 Four Freedoms House with  
Cheateaufort Place in foreground 

The Detroit City Council has directed the Historic Designation Advisory Board to study the  
Proposed Lafayette Park/Mies van der Rohe Historic  District for local designation.   

A preliminary report has been issued and is available to the public. 

R ESTORE AMERICA will 
be showcasing Detroit’s historic 
houses throughout its next sea-
son, starting in January, 2003.  
HGTV (Home and Garden 
Television), the cable network on 
Channel 44 in Detroit, has been 
spotted filming at two houses in 
Indian Village, one in Palmer 
Woods, and one in Wood-
bridge.  Check your local listings. 

Chrysler School Lafayette Townhouses 



 
 
 
 
 

Grants, continued from Page 1. 
South Cass Corridor Survey 
 
criteria, and recommendations were made for eligible 
districts and buildings.   
            The study will help in the preparation of Na-
tional Register nominations, local  designations and other 
planning activities. Among the fascinating bits of history 
found by the research team were the first labs of Parke-
Davis and the stables of Walker Brothers Bakery, now 
Motor City Casino.  You can read more about the his-
tory, architecture and development of this area at the 
Burton Historical Collection in the Detroit Public Li-
brary, 5201 Woodward Avenue by asking a librarian to 
assist you in finding the study in the Detroit Archives/
Manuscript section. 

 

The Historic District Commission 
is now online at 

www.ci.detroit.mi.us/historic  

 Historic District Commission 
65 Cadillac Tower, Suite 1300 

Detroit, Michigan 48226 
(313) 224-6536 

Fax (313) 224-1310 
Www.ci.detroit.mi.us/historic 

 
Kristine Kidorf, staff 

Danielle Hall, staff 
Sheila Bashiri, staff 

 
Midwest Environmental Consultants 

(Section 106 Review) 
Marla Overhiser 

Gabrielle Ganther 
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2482 Cass, Parke, Davis & Co., c. 
1870,  was the birthplace of  the 
pharmaceutical company. 

457 Ledyard, Michigan Chronicle 
Newspapers, the first African 
American - owned newspaper in 
Detroit, it moved to this former 
Paramount Pictures building in 
1960. 

2753 Park, Captain Nicholas At-
wood House, c. 1861 with its multi-
ple additions. 

CCCClick onto the Historic District lick onto the Historic District lick onto the Historic District lick onto the Historic District 
Commission’s New Website!Commission’s New Website!Commission’s New Website!Commission’s New Website!    

             

T ired of  waiting  for the Commission’s 
mailings?  You can now view and 
download all the information you want on 

the new Historic District Commission’s website. 
Designed by a summer intern,  the website offers 
information in an instant. Just visit http://www.ci.
detroit.mi.us/historic. 
              
Best viewed at Microsoft Internet Explorer 5.5 or 
above, the site introduces you to the Commission, 
its role in the Planning and Development Depart-
ment and other city agencies.  Learn about apply-
ing for a building permit, and see which work 
items that can be approved by the Commission 
staff in under 10 minutes! 
              
The Design Guidelines page lists all existing 
guidelines, from masonry cleaning to antenna and 
satellite dish installations.  There is a posting of 
draft guidelines for your review and comment.  
The full version of the Style and Color Guide is 
also featured; all 23 house styles with their associ-
ated color palettes are now at your fingertips.  You 
can still call  the Commission staff to double-check 
the style of your house.  
              
Don’t forget to visit the Commissioner’s Page, 
with photos and biographies of your volunteer His-
toric District Commissioners.  Meeting dates and 
agendas have their own page, and agendas will be 
posted around the first of the month. The Re-
sources Page has lists of contractors, real estate 
agents, architects, window repair companies and 
more, as well as articles from past issues of The 

Fountain. 
 
Finally, click on links for 
information about historic 
preservation in Detroit, the 
state and the nation.  

2802 5th, Wagner Baking Co. Sta-
bles, c. 1910, housed the horses that 
delivered the products of the bakery 
across Grand River Ave., now Motor 
City Casino. 
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Historic Designation Advisory Board 
Meeting Dates 

 
The Advisory Board usually meets on the second Thursday of each 

month in the afternoon.  Meetings are open to the public; a call to the 
HDAB office can confirm date and time. 

Historic District Commission 

All Commission meetings are held in the Committee of the Whole Room, 
13th floor, Coleman A. Young Municipal Center beginning at 5:30 PM.  
Applications must be received in the Commission office at 65 Cadillac 

Square, Suite 1300,  
 by 5PM on the due date. 

Wednesday, November 13 
Wednesday, December 11 
Wednesday, January 8 
Wednesday, February 12 

Monday, October 28  
Friday, November 22  
Friday, December 20  
Monday, January 27  


